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Suvorina
as she appeared
in one of her stage triumphs

By Mme. Anastasia Suvorina,
{(The Bernhardt of Russia)
(Copyright, 15822)

Chapter IV

somewhat fully
too fully;

with
but

HAVE dealt

tasputin—perhaps

to me he was such a 2ymbol of the
old regime, to me so much the flower
of its decay, that it scemed important
{for me to do do so

[ pass now out of the memories of
that old Russia, which can newver live
again, into the new, which, please God,
not live long
as Comrade Suvorina—
Citovenne Suvorina, as [ would have
been called a little more than a4 hun-
dred years ago back in the réveolution
of the French, For weekas T have been
out of my thenter; way
which 1 shall tell later, but not too fully
Lenine and Trotzky still rule
in Petroerad and those who uided me
in my are still there and sub-
ject to the tyranny of those two.

Comrade Suvorinn am l—and
like all my kind mm Petrograd and in
Moscow and in & hundred other
in terror of the Chekn.

Living in terror nol only like my own
kind, but like titles
have been above mine and more thou-
gands who have been below me,

The Cheka!

What was it?

An orgamzation of assuzsins'

An organized hand of murderers to
whom murder was
& diversion, but a
women who tortured and killed, because
through torture killing they at-
tained heights of ruplure, of ecstusy,
not ulhl‘l‘\\'!'-". io be ;_'J!i.t'nl by them,
Depraved ercatures, to whom agony and
death were like the sighs and soft laugh-
ter of love. Necrophiles! Were-wolves
of humanity, whose cages Lenine, the
mad dreamer, and Trotzky, the remorse-
Jesgs little Jew tarlor of the Bronx, New
York, had opened.

Your own Emma Goldman, who after
trying to make vour own country Bol-
shevik was deported to her beloved Rus-
sias—and has ever since been frantically
trying to get back—s=aid this recently of
the Cheka in her most interesting story
of disillusionment, printed in “The New
York World":

“The Cheka unquestionably is the
blackest measure of the Bolshevik re-
gime. It would rgquire the master pen
of a Dante to bring home to the world
the inferno created by this organiza-
tion, the brutalizing, disintegrating ef-
fect it has had upon the extraordinary
commissions themselves, the dread, dis-
trust, hatred, suffering and death it has
wrought upon Russin. Its proceedings
are secret. The so-called hearings, when
they take place at all, are a travesty on
justice. The ‘culprit’ is confronted by
ready-made evidence, he has no wit-
nesses and ig permitted no defense.  »

“When he is led away from the Cham-
ber of Horrors he does not even known
whether he is acquitted or condemned.
He 15 kept in maddening suspense until
some night he is called out—never to
return, The following morning a
Chekist calls for his belongings, and
the rest of the prisoners know that an-
other cold-blooded murder hus been
added to the countless numbers,

“And the relativez and friends of the
unfortunates? They (o on standing
in line on the Lyubianka, the street
where the ghastly Cheka is quartered,
for days and weeks anxiously waiting
for word from their own. At last they
are told that the one they are looking
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‘The Cheka is the supreme power {yrur
which there is no re dress, and only rare.
ly an escape. It operates nearly alway
at night. The sudden flaod of light
a district, the noise of madly speeding
Cheka automobiles are for the
alarm and dread of the community, The
Cheka is at work again!

“The Cheka was organized to
with coumter-revolution, but for every
rezl conspiracy it hazs uneurthed it ha
created nine, either of an imaginary na-
ture or of its own making. It must be
borne in mind that the main
the Cheka are its provocalors
formers. Like the
they infest the very air of Russia

"Thl'}' shrink from no method, be it
ever so base and cruel, to involve their
victims and to penulize them ag danger-
ous counter-revolutionists and speeuln
tors. In realily, however, the Chekn
itself is a hothed of counter-revolution-
ary plot and fabulou

“Every Communist, by the discipline
of bis party, must at any time be ready
to serve in the Cheka. But the majority
of the Chekists are from the Czap's
‘Okhkrana,’ from the black hundreds and
from the former high officials of the
army. They are adepts in the appli-
cation of barbarous methods.”

Lenine and Trotzky, frightened at the
Frankenstein's monster they had erected,
are reported to be limiting its
In n remnrkable dispatch sent
few days ago from Moscow an
ated Press correspondent said:

“Curtailment of the
dreaded Cheka, the secrel police,
loosened Russia's tongue and is restor-
ing a measure of its old life
greatly fearing the ire of the inquisi-
tion, most of Moscow’s residents, al-
though still somewhat chary of talking
politics 1n public places, have little hesi-
tation now in exnressing what they think
of things in general,

“They smile more often, give more
‘parties’ and are beginning again to ex-
tend old-time Russian hospitality to
strangers without fear that the pres-
ence of an unknown guest in their
quarters will bring an armed Chekn
agent there Lo investigate.

“Pallid voung men of the old claes
of aristocrats, who survived the World
War and perbaps twoe or three cam-
paigns of the civil war and who :‘pum‘
time in prisons, are returning to their
old habits of enjoyment. Some of them
laok like ghosts returned to a land that
ia a graveyard of thelr former wealth,
but if they are ghosts they are merry
and dance on their own tombstones,
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The Cheka, as T knew it, had no limi-
tation to its power. In one of its week-

admitted the

Cheka 18 not at door

to-night.
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Let me tell you of the Cheka, as I

v and knew it.

» first nove of the Bolsheviki, alter
vning control of the government mia-
chinery, wae the re-establishment of the
old political secret eervice, which in
the daya of the Czars was called the
Ochranan—that 18, “protection.”

The Bolsheviki called it Chresvy-
chmkn, out of which came the :abiu'(-'.‘:-
ation Cheks, meaning “extraordinary.”

And extruordinary it certainly was!
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Followed the

Czar’s Power- °
Now Told for the
First Time by the

“Bernhardt of

Guards of the Cheka, Russia’s terrorist band, saluting the Third Internationl. The arrow indicates

Many of the old agents
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i of any t}:-ll"r'-i:ll}fi Werd
statements ever
ta. It was—or is—the
lawless, depraved invention of a
hundred centuries. 1t had—or has—the
“high, low and middle"” justice. The
cruelest treatments of the worst of the
Czars were liberal “joy rides,” to quote
yvour own tongue, as against the Cheka,

I do not exaggernte. The Inguisition,
the Assassins of the Three in the days
of the Doges, the Assassing of the Old
Man of the Mountain in the times of
the Cruszades—they were babes com-
pared to the Cheka. Hundreds of the
nobility, thousands of the intelligenzia
—poels, nrtists, creators of what not—
men and women of all classes by more
thousands, have gone tp their deaths
through it.

The heads of the Ochrana were usual-
Iv men of education and refinement, who

their

WEero
most

barc,

though severe In pursaing poli-
cies were ot least gentlemen individoally

and treated their prisoners with cour-
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Comrade Derujensky, the chief of the
Chekd, by birth a Pole and by profes-
i the editor of a Red weekly, was a
immense erudition and intel-
cotuality, perverted, of course. Leonide
Moemehtehikoff, head of the Ochiana, had
employed him in the past as an agent
tour. Comrade Derujensky lived

¢ purpozes: To
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midd!e class, to incite hatred
the moujiks, Lo create suspicion
threats, anid so
sleep by

performing

v SDPYIng.
find rest and
murders (L)
ITia frst step upon becoming the head
s to employ Chinese
f and Tartar troops as
torturers and executioners, He did this,
he said, “because they knew so much
ubout ingemous ways of bringing on
Jow death, which amused him, and be-
canse, not knowing the language, they
could not be influenced by the pleadings
of those who were thrown into their
hands.™

The first nesistant of Derujensky was
“Comrade” Peters, a Jew from London
and alzo a pathological specimen. Like
Treptzky, he had been a tailor.

It wns= Petors who evolved a method
of torture mever, so far as any rec-
ords | have perused show, thought of.
Peters carried hi= vocation into his avo-
It was he who invented stiteh-
ing evelids and lips and other por-
tions of the body together. And it
was he who conceived the brilliant idea
of cutting a living victim's skin into
cout and west and trousers, ecte., re-
versing the usuzl process of tailoring,
as it were. Peters s dead. He was exe-
cuted by relatives of some of those
mude to undergo unthinksble agonies.

Many of the Cheka were killed from
time to time. Naturally. They were

the Cheka wa

kulis, or coclies,

cation.

the.

executed both by those whose loved ondd
they had murdered, or by o!.hu}
folt thut the hand of the assassin |
about to reach out for them and deex
to kill first. Many of the Cheka
nto the hands of their own dreadil
comrades and for one reason or
yher were put to the same OFmEnS
and death that they had decreed fof
cthoers

There are two kinds of monsiers |8
to-day: the cynical ones and
sentimental ones.  Of the two, the .'
ter are the worst Derujensky, thl
commander of all Russian Chekists, 388

<hown himself the most dreadfol
he is intenseif

us=ia

merciless of men—yel
sentimental’

“In otir work of Cheka,'" he wrole I
an order which 1 myself saw an
with utter amazement, ‘‘one must haw
a crystal heart. One must have a hghte
organized nervous sysiem and oné '-_._
be interested in and bé able to apprés
ciate the highest in music, poetty &8
indeed in all the arts. For uqle;él i o
executing another man or inflicting PSR
him different kinds of tortures feed
himself all these tortures, he cannol 0%
his work in the way 1 want it done

“Only when 8 man foels suffering

he mnke another (roff

himself can

suffer! :
u:“'.I want men—and women—of i ;
nation, sensitive, poetic, to wn'l: v
That is why 1 order my agents {0 .
present at the concerts and :hea:;l:' d
read books of poetry and make
quaintance of poets.” _

True to his faith, Derojensky OF7C
ized in the Cheka concert‘s. symph 5
and otherwise; ordered the best § 3
to sing for his agents; orde;dkm
poets to be present and read Gm s
to these executioners. | hile e 3
derers upstairs were i:ntemnso[n ;
these elevating works, hundreds % 03
tyrs were in the cellars .“nmz‘v
tion or torment, which they hnﬂﬁ’ .
come immediatelydsfter the co! .

sadings had ended.
njisa‘:::! You exclaim, perhaps I
you that it was insane. €T
was horribly true.
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